TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

February 28, 2000 LR 291

But you know the peculiar thing about these letters? They
implore me not to mention their name because they still might
face retribution, if not from the judge, from people in the
legal profession who are the judge®s friend. Do you all realize
that if a woman complains against a judge, that other judges
will treat her in a less than professional and fair way? Are
you all aware of that? Do you know that if you do something to
Jesse James, Frank James is not going to be your friend? If you
do something that offends one of the Dalton brothers, the other
three are not going to be your friend. So there the women sit,

exposed, vulnerable, powerless, dismissed, disrespected,

denigrated in the legal profession. And what is to be done
about 1t? Who is to bell the cat? Well, | will bell the cat in
this situation, and 1 am sometimes...let me tell you all

something. | do a weekly cable program, Tuesday night in Omaha,

and 1 have callers, black people, who condemn me about spending
so much time on issues that pertain to white people. And | have
to explain to them that as a public official, when | become
aware of anybody being wronged or mistreated, 1 have a
responsibility to do something about that to the...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...extent that 1 can, and 1 will continue to
do so. And if people in my district don"t understand, then they
put somebody else in office, but as long as I'm in office,
that"s the way 1"m going to function. They tell me what these
women would say toward me, if It were not that they needed this
help and 1 was the only one they could come to, and I say I know
that, but 1"m not doing it for their thanks. 1"'m not doing it
for their gratitude. 1°m doing it because the obligation is on
me. It"s one that I1"ve assumed. Was that my last time to
speak, Mr. President?

SENATOR CUDABACK: You have one more, Senator Chambers. Senator
Chambers, you"re recognized to speak.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, and |1 think with this and my close
I won*t have to Tile any more motions, | won"t have to speak
further on this provision which, as 1 stated. I'm going to
support. But I"m going to discuss judges and the judiciary
whenever 1 get a chance because | want the record to be shot
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